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ment. Let a policy be adopted that will make
them citizens under such safeguards as will in-
sure their proper protection and bring them in
proper relations to the government and their
white neighbors.182

A substitute for Weaver's bill was reported
by the committee on Territories late in March,
recommitted and reported back in April, and
debated on May 1st and June 3, 1886. Final
action was not taken by the House during this
session, and in the debate Weaver took part
only occasionally by brief remark or question.
His deep interest in the problem is further evi-
denced by his participation in the discussion of
an Indian policy in connection with other meas-
ures, his most extended remarks being recorded
on March 11, 1886, during the debate upon the
Indian Appropriation Bill.183

G-eneral Weaver prefaced his discussion by
the declaration that "the group of questions"
involved in the bill before the House was of the
greatest importance because the relation which
the various tribes of Indians sustained to the
government of the United States had assumed
in the past few years a new phase. When the
government treated with the Indian tribes as
separate and distinct peoples or nations, a dif-
ferent rule obtained from that which must now
be observed. Since 1871 the government had
been in the relation of trustee of the estate of